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Box of Birds: preshow Notes 

Kia ora, 
I’m Lauren Hayes. I’m an access consultant. I’ve had fun working with Bird Life Productions to help make Box of Birds accessible for people who are blind or low vision. 
I’d love to introduce you to the puppet show Box of Birds. This is the story of Peter and his grandma, and some of the manu, the birds that live in the forest near Grandma’s house. 
Bridget and Roger are the puppeteers who perform Box of Birds. We hear them use their voices for the voices of Peter and Grandma. 
They also explain a lot of what is going on as they perform the story of the box, and the birds. 
Our audio describer will describe a few things as they happen. You can also feel some of the props and puppets if you come along to the touch tour before the show.
I’ll tell you now about how the show is set up, and about the people and puppets we’ll meet. I’ll also talk about some of the things that happen during the show.
All of the action takes place in front of us. 
The audience will be asked not to move into the performance space. There will be a rope on the floor in front of the first row of people to show where that space starts. 
Box of Birds is a table-top show. In the middle of the stage area, there’s a table, like a dinner table, covered in black cloth. Its longer side faces us. The action takes place on top, beside, and around the table.
Bridget wears black trousers, with a green shirt, black waistcoat, and a black cap. She moves all around the table, goes right to the back of the stage, and sometimes towards us. She doesn’t come into where the audience are sitting.
Roger wears a green shirt and black trousers, a beret (a soft, flat hat) covering the top of his head. 
He sits on a black stool at the right end of the table. There’s a stand nearby where he can put his guitar when he’s not using it. 
Before the show starts, Roger will sit on the stool playing his guitar, while Bridget sings softly and welcomes people in. 
During the show, Roger will also make a gentle ringing sound with another hand-held instrument called a Sansula. This is a thumb piano that sits in a small, round drum skin in a frame.
Sometimes, Roger will tap out a rhythm on a Darbuka, an aluminium drum which he’ll put between his knees to play. 
There’s a lot of music and singing in the show, and we’ll be asked to join in with some words and actions.  Bridget and Roger will talk us through what to say and do.
At the back of the stage area, there’s a black wall, a bit higher than Bridget, and wider than she can reach her arms across. It’s got shiny green curtains on either side. There’s room for her to move around and behind it. 
Now I’m going to introduce you to the puppets. First of all, Peter and his Grandma. 
Peter is a small puppet, about 18 cm tall. 
He’s wearing grey pants, a warm vest, and black boots. His curly hair tumbles out from under a stripy woollen hat. Bridget makes Peter move with her hands behind him, so he can walk, and move his head and right arm. Peter has a favourite book, with a picture of an owl on the cover. 
Grandma, who Peter calls Nanna, is taller than Peter. The top of his hat reaches just below her shoulder. She’s wearing warm things too, with a checked hat. 
Sometimes during the story, Grandma is in her house. When this happens, Roger turns his guitar over on his lap, and places a little mat on top. This makes the floor for the rocking chair she sits in.  She has a shawl wrapped around her as she rocks. Peter stands and sits near his Grandma when he comes to visit her place.
When Grandma goes outside, she puts on a long coat.  Bridget and Roger both operate Grandma at different times, with their hands behind her, moving her body, head, and right arm. 
In one scene that takes place on the table, Peter and Grandma are shown as tiny versions of themselves. These miniature puppets stand together on a rod, which Bridget pushes along the table, to make it seem as if they are walking through the forest. 
Next, let’s meet the birds.
Ruru the puppet is a small owl, a morepork, with brown feathers and big round eyes which open and close. Bridget also dresses up as Ruru, wearing a mask over the top of her head, with huge eyes and a curved beak. She dances and flies about with soft material draped over her back and arms like wings. She opens and shuts her wings when we sing along to a Ruru song. 
Blackbird is a little puppet that sings near Grandma when she’s in the forest near her home. It’s only about as big as Roger’s thumb, and he moves it on a wire.
Kererū, our big wood pigeon, is almost life-sized. This puppet has shiny green feathers and a bright white chest. Bridget moves her about on a rod. 
Pīwakawaka, the fantail, flits about the stage, opening and shutting her fan tail as Bridget makes her twist and turn. 
Tūī, all black and shiny, appears to the sound of a wooden rattle. Bridget uses a rod to move this puppet about, diving and darting around the table. 
Now, I’ll talk about the scenery. We know about the room with the rocking chair in Grandma’s house, that’s set on the upside down guitar on Roger’s lap. Sometimes Peter and Grandma are talking together there, and sometimes they are in the forest, which is set up on the table.
The scenes on the table-top change as the story goes along. 
When the show starts, the table has shiny green cloth over the top. It’s set up like a back garden where Peter’s been playing. He’s left his soccer ball on the grass, and his scooter leans on a low white fence. There’s a big cardboard box he’s made into a den with flags flying across it, and a tree stump to sit on.  
Bridget takes these away after the first scene. She makes each table-top scene change very quietly. 
The next table scene is the forest near Grandma’s house. Bridget sets this up with a curved board placed along the back left edge of the table, running about halfway across the back. It’s covered in fabric, sculpted to form tree shapes with soft hills in the distance. There’s a tree stump to sit on, and a basket of little logs.
Then, the table top is cleared to make space for Bridget to place a wooden nesting box in the centre. This box has a sloping roof, and a big round hole at the front. Bridget adds a tree made from brown material, with two twiggy branches sticking out on each side in front of the table. It’s as if the box is high up in the tree. There’s a tiny nest on the branch nearest Roger. 
After the nesting box and tree are put away, the table reveals a special secret! It has an extra flat piece on top that Bridget lifts so that it stands upright to reveal the forest at night. Stars twinkle across the dark sky around a bright full moon.  This is the scene with the tiny puppets of Peter and Grandma, and a small Ruru puppet swoops over their heads. 
The show ends with the nesting box back on the table. 
And, as we reach the end of the story, the puppeteers will come to the front of the open space to farewell us all. 
We hope you enjoy the show!

